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Eiinual  IRcport 

for  HAo.  2 Sanitary  area  for  1948, 

comprising : — 

Axminster  Urban,  Axminster  Eural,  Honiton  Borough, 
Honiton  Rural,  and  Seaton  Urban. 

DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS,  Med.  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Councillors  for  the 

District  comprising  No.  2 Sanitary  Area. 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual 
Report  for  1948. 

The  year  1948  was  marked  by  the  coming  into  force 
of  the  National  Health  Act,  and  whether  or  not  this  vast 
scheme  is  going  to  be  the  success  the  planners  expect, 
only  the  future  can  foretell.  It  has  practically  rooted 
out,  lock,  stock  and  barrel,  the  old  family  Doctor,  who 
not  only  was  the  family  Doctor,  but  was  also  the  family 
advisor  in  many  spheres  of  private  life. 

However,  it  is  now  the  law  of  the  land,  and  one 
must  do  one’s  best  to  make  a success  of  the  Scheme,  but 
I have  my  very  grave  doubts  as  to  its  future. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  has  again  been 
the  entire  absence  of  Diphtheria  in  my  Area.  This,  I 
have  not  the  slightest  doubt,  is  entirely  due  to  the 
intensive  work  I put  in,  in  Immunisation.  Under  the 
National  Health  Scheme,  the  responsibility  for  all 
Immunisation  work  has  now  been  taken  out  of  my  hands, 
and  is  entirely  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health.  When  this  work  devolved  on  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I was  able  to  hand 
over  to  him  a very  high  percentage  of  children  who  had 
been  immunised.  It  will  be  interesting  in  future  to  see 
whether,  under  the  National  Health  Act,  such  a high 
percentage  can  be  retained  amongst  the  children,  but 
with  so  much  work  devolving  on  the  County,  I am  very 
doubtful.  I only  hope  my  fears  are  groundless. 
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The  year  has  also  been  remarkable  fer  the 
tremendous  drop  in  all  Infectious  Disease;  in  particular, 
Measles  have  dropped  from  288  in  1947  to  71  in  1948. 

Axminster  Urban,  Seaton  Urban  and  Honiton 
Borough  have  each  a remarkable  record,  the  number  of 
Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  being  the  lowest  I have 
ever  recorded. 

From  all  points  of  view,  progress  in  Sewage  Disposal 
and  Water  Supplies  have  all  shown  a gradual  step  up 
towards  improvement,  but  for  all  that,  progress  in  each  of 
the  improvements  is  terribly  slow,  and  if  this  rate 
continues,  it  will  be  many  years  before  the  works  suggested 
in  each  area  are  brought  to  fruition. 

Housing  is  the  brightest  spot  of  all,  and  here  real 
progress  in  housing  the  working  class  has  been  done. 
This  wdll  be  dealt  with  more  fully  under  each  Area. 

This  report  will  in  the  main  be  only  statistical,  as 
owing  to  the  slow  progress  in  Water,  Sewage  Schemes,  &c., 
it  is  useless  repeating  the  same  reports  year  after  year. 

Water  Supplies.  I still  have  to  report  no  progress 
towards  the  formation  of  the  East  Devon  Water  Board, 
but  the  Honiton  Borough  Council  have  been  very  helpful 
to  the  Honiton  Eural  District,  in  helping  forward  the 
Scheme  to  supply  the  villages  of  Offwell,  Widworthy 
and  Cotleigh  from  the  Wilmington  Supply,  while  Combe 
Buileigh  -is  being  supplied  by  the  Borough  of  Honiton 
from  St.  Cyres.  This  latter  has  been  completed,  and  is 
a great  boon  to  Combe  Kaleigh. 

The  Scheme  in  the  Axminster  Rural  Area  to  supply 
Musbury  and  neighbouring  villages  from  the  Pinhay 
Supply  is  now  more  or  less  settled,  and  I hope  shortly 
to  see  these  villages  receive  a supply  of  good  water,  which  is 
most  urgently  required. 

I would  like  to  extend  my  grateful  thanks  to 
my  Sanitary  Staff  for  their  close  co-operation  and 
splendid  work  during  1948. 
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AXMINSTER  URBAN. 


Area  ...  ...  ...  667  acres 


Population 

...  ... 

2,530 

Rateable  Value 

...  ... 

£20,356 

Penny  Rate  produces 

... 

£88  19s.  Od. 

Infectious  Disease. 

1948 

1947 

Measles 

2 cases  90  cas 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 „ 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 „ 

19  „ 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 „ 

0 „ 

Para  Typhoid 

0 „ 

0 „ 

Erysipelas 

2 „ 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 „ 

0 „ 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 „ 

0 „ 

Cerebro  Spinal 

0 „ 

0 „ 

Opth.  Neon. 

0 „ 

0 „ 

Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes : — 


1947 —  (14  Males,  14  Females)  ...  ...  28 

1948 —  (17  Males,  17  Females)  ...  ...  34 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Births  registered  : — 

1947 —  (29  Males,  23  Females)  and  includes  1 illegitimate 

birth  ...  ...  ...  52 

1948 —  (21  Males,  14  Females)  and  includes  5 illegitimate 

births  ...  ...  ...  35 


Still  Births. 

Number  of  above  registered  : — 

1947 —  (2  Males  registered)  ...  ...  2 

1948 —  (1  Male  and  2 Females  registered)  ...  3 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1947 —  3 Deaths  were  registered. 

1948 —  3 Deaths  were  registered. 

Water  Supply  and  Sewerage. 

The  Engineers  are  dealing  with  the  preparation  of  Schemes  for 
water  and  sewerage,  but  I am  still  of  the  opinion  that  a Joint  Water 
Scheme  is  the  solution  to  Axminster’s  troubles  ; if  it  was  not  for  the 
augmentation  of  water  from  the  Rural  supplies,  Axminster  in  a dry 
season  would  be  in  a very  serious  position. 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  was  34,  as  against  28 
in  1947,  and  the  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : 


Tuberculosis  to  Respiratory  System  ...  0 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  4 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  5 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  12 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Disease  of  Circulatory  System  ...  3 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  and  Birth  Inj.  ...  2 

All  other  causes  ...  ...  4 


Births. — The  Births  show  a decrease,  35  births  as  against  52  in 
1947,  and  I have  to  record  5 illegitimate  births. 


Housing. 


Council  Private 
Houses  Enterprise 


Number  of  completed  Houses  in  1948  ...  Nil  9 

Number  proposed  to  build  in  1949  ...  38  2 

Number  of  applicants  still  awaiting  Houses — 188 


It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  report  that  even  if  the  1949 
programme  is  carried  out  there  will  still  be  150  applicants  awaiting 
houses  in  the  Urban  Area. 


Infectious  Disease. 

The  total  number  of  Infectious  Diseases  reported  to  me  during 
1948  was  only  6 cases,  including —Measles  2,  Scarlet  Fever  1, 
Erysipelas  2,  Pneumonia  1. 

A truly  remarkable  record,  and  one  which  Axininsterllrban  can  be 
very  proud  of  indeed.  I also  note  with  great  satisfaction  the  entire 
absence  of  Diphtheria  for  the  second  year  running. 


Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  the  meat  for  consumption  in  this  district  has  been  killed  and 
inspected  at  the  Government  abattoir  at  Tiverton.  With  regard  to 
“other  foods,’’  the  following  were  condemned  during  the  year: 
12  lbs.  of  Smoked  Pork,  74  lbs.  of  Tinned  Food,  2^  cwts.  of  Salted 
Chitterlings,  li  cwts.  Oatmeal. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  12  shops  and  other  places  where 
food  is  prepared,  and  also  two  slaughter  houses.  In  all  cases  the 
premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  for 
this  period. 
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AXMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

61,468 

acres 

Population 

11,310 

Rateable  Value 

£54,707 

Penny  Rate  produces 

£227 

No.  of  Parishes  ... 

14 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

were  notified  in  1948  : — 

1948 

1947 

Measles 

44  cases 

90  cases 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 „ 

2 

Diphtheria 

0 „ 

0 „ 

Whooping  Cough 

0 „ 

49  „ 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

4 „ 

Erysipelas 

1 „ 

1 

Typhoid 

0 „ 

0 „ 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

1 

0 „ 

Cerebro  Spinal 

0 „ 

0 ., 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

0 „ 

Deaths. 

1947 — (86  Males,  106  Females) 

192 

1948 — (68  Males,  76  Females) 

. 

144 

Live  Births. 

1947 — (101  Males,  92  Females) 

193 

6 illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  o1  193. 


1948 — (88  Males,  91  Females)  ...  ...  179 

10  illegitimate  births  were  registered  and  are 
included  in  the  above  total  of  179. 

Still  Births. 

1947 —  2 Still  Births  were  registered. 

1948 —  3 Still  Births  were  registered. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1947 —  6 Deaths  were  registered  (all  legitimate). 

1948 —  8 Deaths  were  registered  (1  illegitimate). 

Infectious  Disease. — With  the  exception  of  Measles,  Axminster 
Kural  District  has  experienced  one  of  the  best  years  for  absence  from 
major  Infectious  Disease  since  I have  been  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  so  mild  in  type  they  were  hardly 
worthy  of  the  name. 

One  outstanding  point  is  again  the  absence  of  any  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  and  we  have  now  gone  several  years  without  a case  ; 
this  is  due,  I am  perfectly  certain,  to  the  systematic  Immunisation 
of  the  children. 


8 


Deaths. — These  shew  a big  decrease  for  the  District,  144  as 
compared  with  192  in  1947. 


The  chief  causes  of  death  in  the  Area  were  ; — 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 
Cancer 
Influenza 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions 
Heart  Disease  ... 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 
Bronchitis 
Pneumonia 
Appendicitis 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ... 

Nephritis 
Premature  Birth 
Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injuries,  Infant  Disease 
Suicide 

Other  Violent  Causes 
All  Other  Causes 


1 

0 

2 

25 

0 

20 

49 

2 

7 

3 
1 

4 
3 

3 

4 
2 
3 

15 


Births. — These  remain  about  average,  179  as  against  193  in 
1947,  and  include  10  illegitimate  births. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  following  extensions  have  been  completed  during  1948  : — 
Chardstock,  Kilmington  and  Seaton  Junction. 

Progress  has  now  been  made  with  the  Scheme  for  the  supply  of 
Musbury,  Whitford  and  Kilmington.  These  villages  are  in  a 
desperate  plight  for  water,  and  I do  hope  that  before  the  end  of  1949 
their  anxieties  as  regards  water  will  once  and  for  all  be  settled.  The 
water,  which  is  of  first-rate  quality,  will  be  supplied  by  the  Lyme 
Regis  Water  Company. 

The  question  of  whether  we  are  to  have  a Regional  Water  Board 
still  hangs  fire,  and  although  this  scheme  from  the  Lyme  Regis 
Water  Company  can  be  linked  up  with  any  Regional  Scheme,  yet 
for  all  concerned,  and  with  some  idea  as  to  the  future,  it  would  be 
much  better  if  we  knew  whether  the  Ministry  is  going  forward  with 
an  East  Devon  Board.  Once  this  is  definitely  settled,  one  could 
easily  plan  for  the  future  of  the  Area ; now  we  hardly  know  where 
we  are  and  how  to  proceed  for  the  best.  Small  individual  schemes 
for  each  village  are  very  expensive,  not  only  in  formation  of  such 
schemes,  but  in  upkeep,  necessitating  extra  staff  to  look  after  the 
individual  schemes,  and  as  a rule,  the  springs  run  dry  just  when  the 
water  is  required  most. 
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The  private  water  supplies  (piped)  in  this  district  consist  of  the 
following  : 

(a)  Clinton  Devon  Estates  Supply,  Beer. 

(h)  Air.  Good’s  Supply,  Combpyne. 

(c)  Stedcombe  Estate  Supply,  Axmouth. 

(d)  Woodhouse  Water  Co.,  Woodhouse  Hill. 

(e)  Lyme  Regis  Water  Co. 

Throughout  the  year  these  supplies  have  been  satisfactory  in 
quality  and  quantity,  with  the  exception  of  supply  (d),  which  has 
been  of  doubtful  purity  over  many  years,  and  the  quantity 
questionable,  thi’ough  mis-management.  This  has  resulted  in  the 
Rural  Council  formulating  a scheme  to  supply  this  latter  district  by 
extending  their  main  supply  from  Yawl,  near  TJplyme. 

Sewerage. 

The  Engineers  are  still  dealing  with  the  preparation  of  schemes 
for  Beer,  Kilmington,  Musbury  and  Whitford.  They  will  all  be  very- 
expensive  schemes,  but  all  are  most  urgently  required,  especially 
Musbury  and  Kilmington,  which  should  take  the  greatest  of  priority. 

Housing. 

Very  good  progress  has  been  made  with  our  building  programme. 
At  December  31st,  1948,  the  following  had  been  completed  : — 

Permanent  Houses  ...  33 

Tinder  Licence  ...  10 

Converted  Dwellings  (Chard  Rd.)  16 

A large  building  programme  is  under  way,  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  we  should  have  broken  the  back  of  the  Housing  shortage. 

The  number  proposed  to  be  built  in  1949  is  52  Council  Houses 
and  13  by  private  enterprise.  There  are  still  223  applicants  awaiting 
houses. 

Meat  & Other  Poods. 

All  the  meat  for  consumption  in  this  district  has  been  killed  and 
inspected  at  the  Government  abattoir  at  Tiverton.  With  regard  to 
“other  foods,”  the  following  were  condemned  during  the  year: — 
5 st.  of  Haddock,  7 lbs.  of  Dutch  Brawn,  11|  ozs.  Tinned  Ham, 
18  lbs.  of  Ox  Liver,  70  lbs.  of  Fish,  f lb.  of  Veal  Loaf. 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  39  shops  and  places  where  food 
is  prepared,  and  also  2 slaughter  houses  and  a knacker’s  yard.  In  all 
cases  the  premises  were  found  to  be  satisfactory,  although  certain 
works  were  pressed  to  be  carried  out  by  the  owner  for  improving  the 
knacker’s  yard  premises. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

There  were  no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district  for 
this  period. 
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HONITON 


Area 

Population 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  produces 


BOROUGH. 

3,134  acres 
3,629 
£30,240 
£125 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes : — 

1947 —  (19  Males,  26  Females)  ...  ...  45 

1948 —  (34  Males,  20  Females)  ...  ...  54 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1947 —  (35  Males,  33  Females)  ...  ...  68 

2 illegitimate  births  were  registered,  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  68. 

1948 —  (32  Males,  38  Females)  ...  ...  70 

5 illegitimate  births  were  registered,  and  are  included 

in  the  above  total  of  70. 


Still  Births. 

1947 —  4 Still  Births  were  registered  (1  illegitimate). 

1948 —  3 Still  Births  were  registered  (2  illegitimate). 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1947 —  2 Deaths  were  registered  (both  legitimate). 

1948 —  6 Deaths  were  registered  (all  legitimate). 

Infectious  Disease. 

The  following  cases  wmre  notified  in  1948  : — 

1948  1947 


Scarlet  Fever 

1 

cases 

0 cases 

Diphtheria  .. 

0 

> > 

0 „ 

\Vhooj)ing  Cough 

1 

) ) 

7 „ 

Measles 

2 

) y 

18  „ 

Erysipelas 

0 

) j 

0 „ 

Pneumonia  ... 

6 

» ) 

2 „ 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 

1 1 

0 „ 

The  health  of  the  Borough  has  again, 

like  1947,  been  exceptionally 

good,  and  has  been  marked  by  an  entire  absence  of 

any  cases  of 

Diphtheria.  A few  cases  of  Pneumonia  occurred  in  the 

early  Spring, 

but  beyond  that  w'e  have  a record  which  is  almost  unsurpassed. 

I would  point  out  that  for  the  fourth  year  in  succession  no  cases 
of  Puerpural  Fever  have  occurred,  and  this  terrible  disease  of 
childbirth  has  now  practically  disappeared  for  some  years.  This  is 
entirely  due  to  the  excellence  of  the  District  Nurses,  w'ho  in  the 
main  do  all  the  Midwifery  in  the  district. 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  were  54  as  compared 


with  45  in  1947.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  ; — 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  ...  1 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  2 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  7 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  19 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  ...  2 

Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injuries,  Infant  Disease, 

Premature  Births  3 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Road  Traffic  ...  ...  2 

Other  Violent  Causes  ...  ...  2 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ...  3 


Water  Supplies 

I cannot  add  very  much  to  my  previous  reports  on  the  Borough 
supplies,  which  are  now  more  than  sufficient  for  all  purposes,  and 
after  the  Borough  wants  have  been  supplied,  leave  a vast  surplus  of 
water  for  our  neighbours. 

The  scheme  to  supply  Offwell,  Wilmington  and  Cotleigh  from 
the  Borough  supplies  at  Wilmington  have  already  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Ministry,  and  the  work  of  supplying  these  villages  is 
now  in  hand. 

Also  Combe  Raleigh  is  now  supplied  from  the  Borough  supplies 
at  St.  Cyres,  and  is  a great  boon  to  the  village. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

With  the  large  extension  of  building  in  the  Borough  and 
requirements  of  the  Services,  indicate  that  in  the  near  future  large 
extensions  of  the  works  will  have  to  be  considered. 

Pollution  of  the  Otter  which  has  so  diminished  in  volume, 
owing  to  the  supplies  which  Taunton  Corporation  require,  still 
continues  at  times,  and  during  the  summer  months  there  is  not 
sufficient  water  in  the  river  to  wash  away  the  effluent  from  the 
Honiton  works.  It  was  a grave  error  ever  to  allow  Taunton  to  tap 
the  sources  of  the  Otter. 


Housing 

I append  the  position  of  the  Housing  situation  as  at  Dec.,  1948  : 

Number  of  Houses  completed  in  1948  46 

Number  of  Houses  proposed  for  1949...  13 

(Note — 18  is  the  quota,  but  if  erected  the  Ministry  may 
authorise  a further  allocation). 

Number  of  applicants  still  awaiting  Houses  136 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  year  a further  24  Cornish 
Units  have  been  occupied. 
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HONITON  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area 

Population 
No.  of  Parishes  ... 
Rateable  Value  ... 
Penny  Rate  Produces 


61,265  acres 
6,971 
22 

£25,749 

£118 


Infectious  Disease 


As  you  will  observe  by  the  following  Chart,  Honiton  Rural 
District  has  been  almost  entirely  free  of  major  Infectious  Disease. 

We  had  a sliglit  outbreak  of  Measles,  which  was  prevalent 
everywhere. 

I am  very  glad  to  report  that  for  the  second  time  on 
record  Diphtheria  has  been  entirely  absent,  no  cases  having  been 
reported;  also  no  cases  of  Opthalmia  Neonatorum  or  Puerpui'al  Fever 
have  been  reported  to  me. 


Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Measles 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 
Puerpural  Pyrexia 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 


1948 

1 cases 
0 
6 

22 

2 
3 
0 
1 


1947 

1 cases 

0 

25 
71 

2 
2 
0 
0 


Deaths. 


99 

80 


113 


129 


Number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes: — 

1947 —  (46  Males,  53  Females) 

1948 —  (37  Males,  43  Females) 

Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1947 —  f63  Males,  50  Females) 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was 
3,  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  113. 

1948 —  (68  Males,  61  Females) 

The  number  of  illegitimate  births  registered  was 
3,  and  are  included  in  the  above  total  of  129. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1947 —  6 Deaths  were  registered  (2  Males,  4 Females) 

including  1 illegitimate. 

1948 —  8 deaths  were  registered  (5  Males,  3 Females) 

Still  Births. 

1947 —  Number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  3 (l  illegitimate). 

1948 —  Number  of  Still  Births  registered  was  3. 

Births. — These  show  an  increase,  129  as  compared  with  113  in 
1947. 
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Deaths. — The  number  of  Deaths  registered  were  80,  as  compared 
with  99  in  1947.  The  chief  causes  of  death  were  : — 


Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  (all  forms)  ...  ...  14 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  9 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  26 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  ...  3 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  ...  ...  4 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  ...  0 

Premature  Births  ..  ...  3 

Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injuries,  Infant  Disease  3 

Violent  Causes  (include  1 Suicide)  ...  2 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ...  7 

Water  Supplies. 


Water  Supplies  in  the  District  under  the  control  of  the  Council 
have  been  satisfactory  in  quality,  although  a fall  off  in  quantity  was 
noted  last  summer.  It  was  necessary  to  deepen  a Well  at  Payhembury 
Council  Houses,  and  to  carry  water  to  Awliscombe  until  the  Well 
recovered.  Further  springs  were  taken  into  the  Northleigh  supply 
with  a view  to  possible  extension  of  the  mains  to  Farway. 

Several  samples  were  taken  as  a result  of  complaints  of  private 
water  supplies,  but  the  results  indicated  that  no  pollution  existed. 

The  proposed  new  Schemes  at  Branscombe,  Sheldon  and 
Gittisham  were  vetted  by  an  Inspector  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  were  approved  in  principle. 

Sewerage. 

Aerobic  treatment  plants  have  been  installed  at  the  following 
Council  House  sites  : — Payhembury  and  Monkton.  A Sewerage 
scheme  for  the  whole  of  Wilmington  village  has  also  been  prepared 
and  is  awaiting  final  approval. 

Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

None,  except  the  odd  Cottager’s  pig,  as  there  is  no  W.M.S.A. 
Slaughter  House  in  this  area. 

Food  Poisoning— Nil. 

Housing. 

The  Council’s  first  Post-War  Housing  programme  was  completed 


in  1947. 

Permanent  Houses  completed  Dec.  31st,  1947  ...  30 

Under  Licence  ...  ...  ...  6 

Honiton  Rural  District  Council  have  made  great  progress  with 
all  their  Housing  Schemes,  which  are  all  completed.  The  future 
programme  is  as  follows  : 

No.  of  Houses  completed — 1948  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  proposed  to  build  during  1949  ...  20 

Number  of  applicants  still  awaiting  Houses  ...  101 
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SEATON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area 

Population 
Eateable  value 
Penny  Rate  produces 


1,190  acres 
3,025 
£32,228 
£130 


Deaths. 

Number  of  Deaths  registered  from  all  causes ; — 

1947 —  (25  Males,  34  Females)  ...  ...  59 

1948 —  (27  Males,  27  Females)  ...  ...  54 


Live  Births. 

Number  of  Live  Births  registered  : — 

1947 —  (28  Males,  17  Females)  ...  ...  45 

1 illegitimate  birth  is  included,  in  the  45  registered. 

1948 —  (19  Males,  14  Females)  ...  ...  33 

2 illegitimate  births  are  included  in  the  33  registered. 

Still  Births. 

1947 — 2 were  registered  (1  illegitimate). 

1946 —  0 were  registered. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year. 

1947 —  1 was  registered. 

1948— 0  were  registered. 

Infectious  Disease. 


The  following  cases  were  notified  during  the  year: — 


1948 

1947 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 cases 

1 cases 

Puerpural  Pyrexia 

0 

0 „ 

Whooping  Cough 

0 „ ... 

10  „ 

Measles 

1 „ ... 

19  „ 

Pneumonia 

2 ,,  ... 

4 „ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 „ ... 

1 „ 

Diphtheria  ... 

0 „ ... 

0 „ 

Seaton  still  maintains  its 

wonderful  record 

of  freedom  from 

Infectious  Disease  during  the  year,  only  one  case  of 

very  mild  Scarlet 

Fever,  one  case  of  Measles,  and  two  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  reported. 

I feel  sure,  no  other  seaside  resort  can  compete  with  such  a 
remarkable  record,  and  its  freedom  from  Infectious  Disease  is  a 
splendid  advertisement  to  people  to  come  and  stay  at  this  popular 
resort,  and  especially  to  bring  along  their  Children. 
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Deaths.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  from  all  causes  were 
54  as  compared  with  59  in  1947.  The  causes  of  death  were : 


Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  0 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  0 

Cancer  (all  forms)  ...  ...  9 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ...  0 

Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Lesions  ...  8 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  17 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Con.  Mai.,  Birth  Injuries,  Inftint  Disease  0 

Violent  Causes  and  Suicide  ...  3 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  ...  3 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  ...  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Eespiratory  System  ...  4 

Duodenal  Ulcer  ...  ...  1 

All  Other  Causes  ...  ...  4 


Water  Supplies. 

As  I have  reported  before,  in  normal  times  Seaton  has  just 
about  sufficient  water  for  her  purposes,  hut  with  any  large  building 
programme  in  the  future,  Seaton  will  have  to  seriously  consider 
augmenting  her  supplies. 


Housing. 

Progress  has  again  been  very  slow,  but  in  1949  we  hope  to  make 
a big  effort  and  catch  up  with  other  Councils  who  have  gone  along 
ahead  of  Seaton  ; but  the  fault  is  not  entirely  the  Council's,  there  have 
been  several  factors  which  were  out  of  the  Council’s  control,  and  which 
has  held  them  up. 


Number  of  completed  houses  in  1948  : 

Council  Houses  ...  ...  2 

War  destroyed  houses  ...  ...  4 

Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Council  houses  proposed  to  build  in  1949  ...  20 


Number  of  applicants  awaiting  houses  at  31st  Dec.,  1948  112 

Sewerage. 

An  inquiry  was  held  during  the  year  for  a large  extension  of  the 
Sewerage  Scheme,  and  which  will  augment  and  improve  the  present 
Sewei'age.  These  plans  will  shortly  be  before  the  Ministry  for 
approval. 


Your  obedient  servant, 
DUNCOMBE  STEELE-PERKINS, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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